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Endings, admittedly, are tne mere gl amorous .. The drunken 
shoutinf notches. Spectacular, winter evictions.. Whan 
the angina caught fire & we couldn't stop laughing. Evan 
the last show (that no one knew was the last show until 
the fight started)... The train heaves on from the sta- 
tion whether we cry, wave or aim a solid, silent 'fuck 
you 1 . Endings. Typical audiences have an insatiable 
desire for them. 

But beginnings? That part gets abridged in the bios & 
film versions. Charlie Parker wasn't bom a great horn 
player. Just ask the drummer who whacked him with a 
cymbal for playing so terribly & prematurely. %hm 
solitary practice scenes maybe aren't aa visually com- 
pelling, but I still prefer the humbler beginnings to 
the self -destructive finish. 4gain, not the indulgent, 
later concept albums, but the overeager demo. 

beginnings are like the first cool night at the end of 
summer. Seasons aren't a surprise, but would you deny 
their succourf after so many furtive nights 7 Such evi- 
dence is physical & constant] the gravity of leaves, 
our skin underneath layers of cotton & wool. But how 
many rebirth cycles do we get? There's grey in ay 
beard now, a stiffness In my joints some cold mornings. 

How did it begin! Maybe when I walked avay from the show 
early. The band Just wasn't that intriguing. I knew I'd 
rather be home writing & petting Ivan instead of yelling 
in ears over the din. How many times had I stood fid- 
geting on similar evenings? How many hours given irre- 
trievably? Too many. 

Thus I left. Easy as saying yes or no, stay or go. I 
abandoned obligation, niceties 4 structure the way I lefg 
meat, military obligation & jobs aa a teen. Soon enough 
I started leaving all the time- art openings, dull movies, 
dinners that ran too long with no sign of ending amicably.., 
Sometimes saying goodbye, often just walking away. The 
joy perverse if alien, depending upon how much guilt I 
wanted to carry. 



(cont.) 

Personal relations, as you van imagine, were 
tougher to extract. Exiting could well' cause 
the sort of complications I was Roping to avoid. 
3urely f I tell myself, other parties experience 
the same violent desires to leave, no questions 
asKed. Explanations are due, but perhaps irrele- 
vant at this point. Beginnings A endings; or 
accreted layers, tough as plaque? Jtid just 
where will all this temporary exiting lead? 
Murkier water*, surely. 



-travis frlstoe. 10/04 
providence, rhode island* 
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